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Objectives:

From the 19th Century to the beginning of the 20th Century in Kurope, the studies of the
Hebrew Bible and those of Homer underwent tremendous changes of interpretations respectively by
reaching the peak of textual analysis to doubt the unity of authorship and divide the literary
traditions into pieces for more coherent ideas. The present project, as inspired by U. Cassuto’s
insight into parallels in modern criticisms of Homer and the Bible, attempts to inquire the nature of
the relationships of the modern scientific mind and the traditions in the studies of the ancient texts,
i.e., to review the process of the collapse of traditional understandings in the areas of 1) Language,
2) Text, 3) Context, and redefine the achievements of the so-called “Wissenschaft” age in the light of
today’s discoveries and perspectives concerning the Bible and Homer.
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Achievement:

The inauguration meeting focused upon the significance of paralleling the scholarships of the
Bible and the works of Homer. Mr. Masaaki Kubo shared some new appreciation toward Jacobus
Goyer's Homeric studies and discussed the significance of his work to the history of textual criticism
in Homer. Mr. Yutaka Ikeda also shared his concerns about true universalism in biblical studies and
suggested the merit to adopt the viewpoint of nature [e.g. botany] for modern understanding of the
biblical text as built on the premise that the Bible was written in the same natural order under
which we exist now. In the summer workshop, Mr. Alexander Rofé gave a detailed and
comprehensive paper about the contributions of Umberto Cassuto to biblical studies, sharing his
personal memories about him, while Mr. Jeffry Tigay presented the merit of empirical approach to
the documentary hypothesis through showing examples of the ancient marks of editorial attempts
in the Gilgamesh epics. Both of these papers will appear in the final reports. In the autumn
gathering, Mr. Douglas Cairns who was staying in Kyoto University as a guest gave a paper that
assessed modern interpretations on the images of King Agamemnon, pointing to gaps between the
images and the details of the text. In all of these occasions, the participants were actively involved
in exchanging views and opinions with one another in order to forge a positive ground of sharing

similarities and dissimilarities in the background and preconditions of the two scholarships.
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A Workshop on
“Authorships and Textual Adaptations: the Juggling of Spoken Words and Written Letters in
the Studies of the Bible and the Homer”
August, 5-7, 2008 at IIAS

8/5(Tue)

Orientation Meeting :PM2:30-5:00 (tentatively): Moderator: Yamada, Shigeo:

1. Introduction to the Project and the Workshop (30min.):by Teshima, Isaiah,

2. Self-Introduction Talk on Academic background and interest: by Prof. Tigay, Jeffrey
(30min-40min): that includes autobiographical information on his teachers, the
development of his own academic interests, and reflections on now and then in the
academic state of biblical studies.

3. “Self-Introduction Talk on Academic background and interest”: by Prof. Rofé, Alexander
(30min-40min): the same

4. Q&A (English/Japanese) on the Schedule:
The Reception dinner at IIAS beginning at 5:00PM and at 7:00PM moving to the Hotel by
bus.

8/6(Wed.)

Session1:AM10:00-PM12:00: Moderator: Annzai, Makoto

1. Takeuchi, Yu (30min): “Hebrew Bible as Literature: Robert Alter's Case”:
Comment: Shinmen,Mitsugu (10min.)

2. Uchida, Tsugunobu(30min): ” Ancient Homeric Criticism and Heracleitos' Homeric

Allegories”™
Comment: Ysumura, Noriko(10min.)

General Discussions(English/Japanese)
Lunch/Rest PM12:00 and/or Excursion (Japanese Garden) and/or Tea break

Session 2:PM2:30-5:30(latest6:00): Moderator: Ikeda, Jun

1. Rofé, Alexander: “Umberto Cassuto and the Higher Criticism” (90min and more)

Comment: Teshima, Isaiah (total:20min)

General Discussions (English/Japanese)



8/7 (Thr.)
Session 3: AM10:00-PM12:00: Moderator: Uchida, Tsugunobu

1. Nishimura, Yoshiko (30min):”"Milman Parry's Legacy”
Comment: Takeuchi, Yu(10min)

2. Annzai, Makoto (30min): " I7ias, 2.528-30, to be deleted
Comment: Ito, Gengo(10min.)

General Discussions (English/Japanese)
Lunch/Rest and Teabreak:PM12:00-2:00

Session 4: PM2:00-5:30(latest6:00): Moderator: Ikeda, Yutaka

1. Yamada, Shigeo: “Mesopotamian Royal Genealogical Lists and the Narrative Expansion of
the Bible: A Reflection on the Assyrian King List Tradition” (30min)

2. Tigay, Jeffrey: “The Documentary Hypothesis and Ancient Near East Discoveries” (90min)
Comment: Ikeda, Jun (20min)

General Discussions (English/Japanese)

Closing remarks: Rofé, Alexander, Tigay, Jeffrey, and Ikeda,Yutaka (Each 10min)
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