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Objectives:

To make clear the causality of the economic growth and the institutional changes that
happened simultaneously in Japan offers the basis of the thought that will lead up to the plentiful
recovery of the Japanese economy. To set up such an intellectual base is undoubtedly essential not
only to the historians but also to the business men and the policy makers today. For example,
further to research the historical origin of the so-called “Japanese Economic System”, that was a
result of the restructuring of the institutions in the 1930s and the 40s with the aim of the



transforming the “classic capitalism” into the war-economy and afterwards has been regarded as
one of the bases of the Japanese economic miracle after the war and nowadays is exactly the target
of the restructuring of the Japanese economy, can be considered to help the establishment of the
desirable system in the near future. For the correct and prejudice-free comparison of the Japanese
experiences with the foreigners, that is helpful to the globalization of our economy, the variety of the
objects and angles of research will be needed. The main purpose of this research projects, whose
members have a wide range of research objects and angles of the “institutional” approach, including
commerce rules, educational system, family system, real “market” institutions, is to consider the
historical significance of the growth and the development of various kinds of institutions over a few
centuries from early modern to the present in comparative perspectives by means of application of
quantitative methods. The familiar methods in the contemporary economic analysis are to perform
best the task. To investigate and explore the image and horizon of a long-term economic
development of Japanese economy set in the context of world/global history is believed not only to
give the useful suggestion of making a system that is suitable to the sustainable economic growth
but also to approach the significant knowledge and stance to universal assignments for mankind
such as “the future of society” and “encounter with and understanding of different cultures®.
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Achievement:

In this year we held three meetings; the conference on September (8 readings) and the research
meeting on December (2 readings) and on March(2009) (3 readings). The researches have been
made mainly from the 3 research angles; the first is the macro-sighted research on Japanese
economy (especially on the agricultural sector). The second is the multi-sided investigation into the
(business) enterprise (the estimation of labor- and capital productivity, the examination on
personnel management and on technological development and biography of entrepreneurs). The
third is the family (household) history (family history, peasant economy). The general point is that
the reports that were read at the meetings pointed out and proved the significance of the institution,
technology and micro-level strategy of the economic actors in the sustained economic growth. On
the meetings held on December and March, the papers about the development of tax system in the
early modern Japan, historical financial systems and the native industries were read. They
completed the achievement of the former papers and made our analyses focus on some historical
system of the modern Japanese economy.
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