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Objectives:

Asia is one of the most important centers of production and consumption in the world. Asia has its
long and rich traditions of art, craft, and design, as well as unique cultures which are more
harmonious with nature. Asian design is, however, properly understood neither by non-Asian nor by
Asian people themselves. To improve this Asian/global situation, we are going to hold a series of
international workshops in which specialists in design and its related fields analyze and discuss the
history and present conditions of each Asian country, aiming at the publication of an Asian Design
Encyclopedia in the near future. As a related product of this study group, a report provisionally
entitled ‘“Traditions and Innovations in Asian Design — Continuity and Discontinuity’ will be
published in 2013. Through the process of workshops, writing and editorial works of the report,

mutual understanding and the next generation of design study in Asia will be formed.
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Ken Tadashi Oshima, University of Washington, Associate Professor
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