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Objectives:

A new field of science, the research of life in the universe, is coming into the world. This has
came to be possible based on the remarkable progress in researches of origin of terrestrial life,
successful explorations of planets and satellites achieved by many space probes, and the continuing
discoveries of numbers of exo-solar planets. Research of life in the universe had already started in
several countries and will grow to be one of comprehensive and leading fields of science in the 21
century.

This project aims to study various possibilities of life on the solar system planets/satellites and
on exo-solar planets through wide and deep discussions by leading scientists of related research
fields; biology, geophysics, astronomy, etc. We aim to find research strategies as well as to promote
researches of this new exciting field in universities and research institutes in Japan.
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Achievement:
2009 fiscal year:

We organized two workshops in the first year as planned, and achieved considerable progress.
1st workshop: 17-19 July, 2009 at Nara: Main target of the first WS was to get high-level mutual
understanding of cutting-edge status of related scientific fields and their consideration on the
possible life on various terrestrial bodies. Attendants were 20 from astronomy, physics, biology,
biochemistry and earth science. 19 talks were given by attendants. We discussed and identified
several important subjects we should discuss in the 2rd workshop.
2nd workshop: 18-20 December, 2009 at Nara: Main subjects discussed were; 1. Definition of Life,
2. Habitable Planets, 3. Conditions for the Evolution of Life learned from the History of Life on
the Earth, 4. Role of Human Being in the History of Life on the Earth. Very fruitful discussion
followed above 18 talks , and we decided the 3v4 WS schedule and main subjects with organizers.

As a whole the projects started successfully.
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