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My work and life in IIAS

ogboooogououodgod

C_lineM_nager,0 000000 DOOOONASOOOO

| came to Japan 2 years ago as a scientist to study about neuronal development. A correct morphology
(a cell body with 1 axon and several dendrites) is very important for neurons since this morphology leads
to their functioning, the propagation of information. Information is integrated via dendrites (short processes
of the neuron) and is released via the axon (very long process which can be more than 1 meter long in
human adult). However, the mechanism leading to the differentiation to axon or dendrites is mostly
unknown. I'm studying about a protein CRMP-2 that is highly expressed in the developing nervous system.
This protein is implicated in the axon behaviour but its mode of action and real function is still unclear.

By studying CRMP-2 protein, we found that CRMP-2 was involved in axon formation. An excess of this
protein in the neuron leads to an abnormal morphology (several axons instead of only 1). A decrease of
this protein will shorten the length of axon or lead to a neuron without axon.

Therefore,in hippocampal neurons,concentrations of functional CRMP-2 in neurites appear to play an
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Since | came to Japan, | spend much time in ] ", _I_lﬁ -
working. But | had the chance to find a very nice { g\ L
place to live. IIAS is a very quiet and beautiful aghe s it e a5
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place. The first time | came in IIAS was in April, = Lew kel o G

there were flowers everywhere; those were so beautiful. It is pleasant to live and work there. And | had the
chance to find some people who speak French. That's great! We exchange French and Japanese lessons
after work. This is very useful for me since my Japanese level is low, every chance to speak Japanese is a
great opportunity.

Another thing | like about IIAS is the time when we have a party. Because | have the opportunity to meet
IIAS people and to talk to them. As people are very nice, this is always a pleasure to meet them.
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