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Objectives:

This project aims to promote the advanced studies on the origins of human mind and related
functions. The Japanese word “Kokoro” includes the various English terms such as mind, emotion,
intelligence, heart. psychological, will, intention, consciousness, etc. The Japanese characters
such as “kokoro, .[»" and “hito, human, A” represent the complex ideas such as “mind” and
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“human” in a very simple way.: Every important aspects are put into such a small world. This might
be unique characteristics of Japanese culture to perceive complex things as a whole and to show the
essential part in a simple way. It is obvious that the brain is the responsible organ of human mind.
However, the deduction method popular in the Western science may need to have the
complimentary approach. The Japanese-style holistic approach can be the seeds of developing the
new disciplines for studying brain and mind. The new approach pays attention to the constraints
coming from the larger contexts such as society, ecological environment, and the evolution.
Moreover, this program is sensitive to the translational aspect of the basic sciences, for example,
trying to find the solution toward the problem of the developmental disorders that the modern
societies are facing. In sum, the program will illuminate the new seeds of the advanced studies on

the origins of human mind and related mental functions.
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Achievement:
2011 fiscal year:

This project aimed to promote the advanced studies on the origins of human mind and related
functions. The Japanese word “Kokoro” includes the various English terms such as mind, emotion,
intelligence. heart. psychological, will, intention, consciousness, etc. It is obvious that the brain
is the responsible organ of human mind. However, the deduction method popular in the Western
science may need to have the complimentary approach. The Japanese-style holistic approach can
be the seeds of developing the new disciplines for studying brain and mind. The new approach
pays attention to the constraints coming from the larger contexts such as society, ecological
environment, and the evolution. The fiscal year 2011 was the first year of the three consecutive
year program. We tried to show up the new approaches toward human mind: One is Primatology
and another is Cognitive robotics. Both disciplines have been uniquely developed in Japan.
Moreover, we invited the guest speakers of religious domain, Zen monks etc. We tried to combine
together the scientific approaches and religious necessity to find the new seeds of the cutting-edge
research targets in the future. In sum, the program successfully illuminated to some extent the
new seeds of the advanced studies of human mind and related mental functions.
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Cross-cultural and cross-species communication

Opening Remark by Professor Tetsuro Matsuzawa (Kyoto University)
“Operant conditioning : torture, communication or both? ”
Shigeru Watanabe (Keio University)
“Social perception in chimpanzees”
Masaki Tomonaga (Kyoto University)
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“Cross-species communication:
what human-dog communication can tell us about the mind”

Teresa Romero (The University of Tokyo)
“Observing monkeys, encountering lions:

Cross-species interactions among hybrid baboons and |Gui Bushmen.”
Kazuyoshi Sugawara (Kyoto University)
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