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Objectives:

In recent discussions about happiness or human security, ambiguous notion of “care” often plays a
decisive role. Also many suggestive researches about practice and theory of care problems have
developed in such disciplines as nursing study, ethics, psychology, sociology and so on, and various
institutional devices of providing care services have been proposed or carried out in such fields of
social security as elderly care, medical care, nursing care, childcare and so on. However, these
notable developments in each discipline and field have not been related and integrated each other
to reconstruct a care-based perspective on social security system. Focusing on discussions about
social background of visualization of care and institutionalization of care practice in social security
system, this interdisciplinary research project aims to elucidate characteristics and significance of
interactional concept of “care” as an inclusive key-concept common to such institutionalized practice
of social security as elderly care, medical care, nursing care, childcare and so on. Our main object is
to explore into a integrative viewpoint and basic theoretical framework for the study about what the
sustainable social security system should be like to support effectively reorganization of care
network which can adequately cope with increasing new needs in response to recent transfiguration

of social structure.
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Achievement:
2011 fiscal year
At the first meeting held on June 15-16, 2011, Prof. Hattori reported on “Problems of Social
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Security seen from Discussions about Care”, and Profs. Nishimura, Uzuhashi, Takegawa and Kawa
reported on common topics: “Recent Trends in Social Security and Care Problems”, focusing on each
major field. Basing on these review reports, participants exchanged their opinions and discussed
about problems pointed out in these reports in order to get common understanding about the main
issues concerning recent developments in care discussions and social security system.

From the second meeting, we have started to analyze care problems in main fields of social
security system. At the second meeting held on October 1, 2011, Prof. Ochiai reported on “Varieties
of Familialism: A Comparison of Asian Care Regimes “and Prof. Mizushima reported on “Care and
Social Security in Labor Relation”. Participants discussed about issues pointed out in these reports
and deepened their understanding of recent trends of care problems in family and labor relation.

At the third meeting held on February 24-25, 2012, three core members reported on recent trends
of care problem in their major fields ; Prof. Sasada “Changing Medical Care and Future of Care”,
Prof. Sato “What is necessary for Caring for Cancer Patients” and Prof. Saito “Medical Treatment
and Ethics / Human Rights : Problems concerning Gastrostomy and Patient Restraints”.
Participants discussed about problems concerning reorganization of care networks and

improvement of care practice in the field of medical care.

2012 fiscal year:

At the first meeting held on June 21-22, 2012, four core members reported on contemporary care
problems in their major fields: Ms. Ikeda on “Gaps in the Social Security from the Viewpoint of
Community Care Situation”; Prof. Sato on “Role of Legal Profession in the Social Welfare for
Disabled People”; Prof. Otsuka on “Support of Self-decision of Disabled Persons”; Prof. Ogata on
“Constitutional Foundation for securing ‘Life”. After each report, participants discussed about care
practice in the field of social welfare and about its relation with legal profession and constitutional
law.

At the second meeting held on September 23, 2012, two core members reported on care problems
in the field of economy and employment: Prof. Arayama on “Aging in Economy and Aging in Economics”;
Prof. Asato on “Present Situation and Problems of Globalization of Care”. Participants discussed on the
issues presented in each of these reports, and considered the significance of the factor of family in
economy and economics and today’s problems of globalization of care work.

At the third and last meeting held on February 19, 2013, Prof. Kawamoto as guest speaker
reported on ethical problems of contemporary care and care work. Afterward participants summed

up their discussion so far.
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Whole Achievement:

In this project we have tried to analyze the concept of care interdisciplinarily and aimed at

elaborating a basic theoretical framework to examine new social security system from the viewpoint

of reorganizing care network in the society. Through active exchange of opinions in several meetings

we could come to the following results:

(1) Make Care Visible
Care work, which is done by family member, is esteemed rarely as payable labor, because family
care is considered to be performed voluntarily. We need some standard to evaluate care work
among families as “countable” and visible labor.

(2) Problems of Care Workers

+ Japanese “home helper” comes not from nursing but from housework, and it is not often
associated with high specialty. And in Japan we have few foreign care workers now. Such a
Japanese characteristic in social welfare should transform in the face of globalization in care
system.
In other countries care work is not always carried out not by inland people but by foreign
workers. We should pay more attention to the problems relating to these situations, such as
restricted stay allowance and human rights violations.

(3) Needs of the Cared
The minimum "life" security which Japanese constitution assumes should be examined
concretely and diversely depending on the individual ways of life. And it should include not only

economic insurance but also constitutional rights in general such as political participation.
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There are difficult problems concerning to the justification of physical restrictions in medical
care, because each person grasps the concrete situation differently.
“Care” in the meaning of that of subjective pains as well as “cure” in the sense of relaxation and
removal of objective pains become more and more important, and technique and education of
spiritual care should be noticed more.

(4) Institutionalization of Care and Social Security System
There are two ways of provision, money payment and the benefit in kind, and we should not the
latter more. “Provision of medical treatment” as medical benefit in kind and care-giving as
humane service should be paid more attention to in the sense of care in the social security.
The public allowance system, which has served as so called “safety net,” varies among countries.
It was thought to be the last support for human life, but recently it gets new meaning of
minimizing the disincentive to work and promote personal independence and responsibility.
It is important to build and maintain the stage setting on which the activity of care can be well
performed. The logic of the stage setting and that of the activity of care itself should be divided.
We should not use the logic of administrative law in order to promote activity of care-givers.
In rapidly aging society we need such medical care that can promote independent way of life
even for the aged people, and we need the town planning that enables the aged people to live
independent life.
The mental care in the work place becomes more and more important, and companies are
thought to be responsible for mental diseases of workers which arise from their working
circumstances, when the companies break their obligation of attention or safety-control.

(5) Importance of Care-Networking
We need partnership between activities of state organs such as legislation in the political
section or interpretation and application of law in the judicial branch in order to realize the
minimum "life" security which Japanese constitution establishes.
For advocacy of handicapped persons we need networking in each field of welfare and law, and it
is important to promote the cooperation among experts in welfare and law.
For the establishment of advocacy system which takes personal individuality seriously, the
support of decision making is very important. But the use of adult guardianship gets great
significance in order to carry out the best profit of the person, when his judging ability falls and
he cannot insist on his own profit.
For the self-decision support of handicapped persons, we should promote networking of
supporting people, in which the third and neutral persons as well as intimate people should be
included for the sake of the interest of the supported.
We have to overcome the problems of negative utilitarianism which will reduce the total amount
of “absurd” pain, and we should make best use of the concept of “disaggregation” in order to
design and check the system of care. And it is necessary to pay attention to the dependence of
care-givers as well as the cared.
We will go to the next stage and continue to examine what we could confirm through the above

mentioned consideration.
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